Honors Practical Law
“Formal Debate Concerning 2nd Amendment – Fall 2018”

Mr. Fernandez
A bill restricting the ability of Americans to own guns, limiting manufacturing, and regulating sales, formally entitled HR 208 “The Giffords Act,” in honor of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords (AZ), has passed the House of Representatives and is now before the Senate for consideration upon second reading, having been called out of the Senate’s Special Committee on Gun Control.  

Debate has opened on the floor, under direction of the President Pro Temp Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), and is heating up quickly, as Democrats support the bill vigorously in hopes of a reduced national crime rate, and Republicans oppose with equal vigor in support of the 2nd Amendment and protection of state authority.

Following are the Sections of HR 208, which will be debated on the Senate floor:

1. Section One… The Founding Fathers never intended full gun ownership rights by the citizenry, but rather, created the 2nd Amendment primarily for the purpose of securing the state and the entire nation with a militia. Congress is creating this act, entitled “The Giffords Act,” curtailing the right of Americans to attain a gun permit, regulating the manufacture and sale of guns, and creating new taxes, under its power “to regulate commerce” granted in Article I, Section 8, Clauses 3 and 18 of the Constitution of the United States.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Allie

b. Conservative (Opposition): Isabelle
2. Section Two... Combined with Section One.
3. Section Three…This act will require states to ban gun carrying in all state parks and in any establishment serving alcohol. For example, the state of TN was wrong to create a law allowing for the possession of guns in bars and public parks.

4. Combined with Section Eight.
5.  Section Five…Congress will require homeowners with handguns to store them in a safe specifically designed for handguns and approved by the state legislatures individually.
a. Liberal (Affirmative): Andrew

b. Conservative (Opposition): Wynea

6. Section Six…Congress will require a trigger lock safety mechanism to be included with every gun manufactured and sold, publicly or privately, in America.
7. Section Seven… Gun shows will be banned throughout the United States.

8. Section Eight…Violent video games, which promote gun violence, will be more heavily regulated and taxed in production, advertising, and sales. Additionally, Congress will regulate toy companies more heavily in the design, production, and marketing of toy guns.
a. Liberal (Affirmative): Emma

b. Conservative (Opposition): Austin
9. Section Nine…Even a properly trained gun owner can be a threat to innocent civilians in the midst of a crime.  With this in mind, this act will force states to increase training and intensify education.
a. Liberal (Affirmative): Manar

b. Conservative (Opposition): Tya

10. Section Ten…Associations such as the NRA will no longer be allowed to lobby Congress for influence over legislation and elections.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Maddie

b. Conservative (Opposition): Ahmed

11. Section Eleven…The federal government will spend more money and time removing guns from the streets through various tax-funded programs to be designed and implemented by the state governments.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Allie/ Scout
b. Conservative (Opposition): Mimi

12. Section Twelve…Gun companies and dealers will be held accountable for crimes committed using their weapons, including possible jail time for the owners and executives of the companies.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Nathaniel

b. Conservative (Opposition): Carlon
13. Section Thirteen… States that have “Castle Doctrine” or “Stand Your Ground” laws on the books will receive a reduction in federal funding.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Scout
b. Conservative (Opposition): Janay

14. Section Fourteen… Policemen in the United States will be required to wear body cameras and record at all times while on duty.

a. Liberal (Affirmative): Paxton

b. Conservative (Opposition): Sean
15. Section Fifteen… States will require police departments to release immediately the name of a policeman who has fired a weapon at a civilian in the line of duty in order to re-build public trust. 
16. Section Sixteen… States changing laws to allow teachers to carry concealed handguns in schools will be penalized by a reduction in federal funding.  Additionally, the federal ban on assault weapons, which expired in 2004, is permanently re-instated in an attempt to further protect our schools.
a. Liberal (Affirmative): Kat

b. Conservative (Opposition): Akayla

17. Section Seventeen… combined with Section Sixteen.
18. Section Eighteen… A three-day waiting period on the purchase of all handguns, as well as a thorough background check, will be imposed and strictly enforced and the gun show loophole will be closed.
a. Liberal (Affirmative): Kharyss
b. Conservative (Opposition): Sam

