Practical Law 

“Course Syllabus – Fall Semester 2018”

 Mr. Fernandez
Introduction:


Welcome to Practical Law!  I am excited about teaching you this semester and look forward to getting to know each of you.  It's an exciting time to be studying law, particularly when you stop and take note of all that's going on around the world, everything from the recent Supreme Court decision to uphold national healthcare to the shootings at Sandy Hook.  By the time you complete this course, you will have a developed a sound understanding of the history and functions of the American legal system, as well as partaken in an in-depth consideration of the significance and operation of the U.S. Supreme Court.  We will begin the year with a unit covering the rich history of our legal system.  Some of the information we will be reviewing dates back to your eighth grade year; but for many of you, all the great things that you learned in U.S. Government or U.S. History will certainly be of benefit. 


Our first unit will take two to three weeks to cover, depending on how quickly classes get settled and textbooks are delivered - if they come at all.  We will cover, but not be limited to the following topics during the first three weeks:

Law in American Society, Law in World and American History, the U.S. Constitution, Ideology, September 11th, the Patriot Act, and Miranda

It is imperative that you come to class ready to work. Our class time will be spent lecturing, taking notes, reviewing documentaries, and debating.

Class Rules – Be Prompt, Be Prepared, Be Respectful!!!
1. Students will be marked tardy who are not in their seat when the bell rings.

2. Students are expected to have all appropriate materials including pen, paper, 
    notebook, and textbook - possible five-point reduction per infraction.

3. Students must respect the opinions of others in the classroom.  This is of 

    utmost importance for this class, as we will be discussing current events and  

    analyzing differing viewpoints to some very difficult and often personal 

    problems.

4. Students must not have food or drink of any type out in the classroom.

5. Students are required to work quietly and diligently, as not to disturb the work
     of their classmates.  

Grading Policy:

Grading for this class is simple.  Each nine-week grading period there will be a possible 500 points up for grabs.  Here is the breakdown:


Tests and/or Project (3) – 100 pt. each   300  =  60%


Quizzes (10) - 10 pt. each                             100  =  20%


Homework/ Participation                           100   =  20%





                                     500  = 100%

Tests will typically be multiple choice short answer – mainly objective.  There may be a few tests that will include essay questions.

Some quizzes will be announced.

Homework assignments will be checked at random and must always be in order in the binder.  A student may receive a five-point reduction for incomplete work. 

Notebooks:


Since there is no assigned take-home textbook for this class, every student is responsible for having a three-ringed binder by Wednesday, August 10, 2016.  Organization of the binder is left to the discretion of the student.  The binder will be subject to review periodically by the teacher and will sometimes count as a quiz grade.  Everything we do in and outside of class needs to be kept in this binder.  A student may have five points deducted from his/her participation grade for not bringing the binder to class.  

Course Goals:


It is my hope that the student will leave this course with the following: 


 1.  a well-balanced understanding of and appreciation for the 
  
     
                  American legal system. 


 2.  a thorough understanding of The Constitution of the United 

     
                   States of America. 

 3.  a well developed ideology.

 4.  a desire to continue studying issues surrounding  

  
      
     

                   American practical law.

 5.  a desire to cast an informed vote come election day.

 6.  a desire to share this knowledge and passion with others.    

Website: www.fernandez.yolasite.com

We will take time in the first day or two of class to review the website in detail. Becoming familiar with it is a key to success in this class. Sometimes I even post quizzes and tests the day before we take them in class. You will find the following information on the website: syllabus, notes, links to documents, assigned readings, and extra credit opportunities. 
Week One Syllabus
Monday, August 06, 2018:

Meet and greet.  Discuss the syllabus for the course.  Review syllabus for first quiz Tuesday – 10 points.  Assign ideological survey to complete for class Wednesday.

Tuesday, August 07, 2018:

Take ten-question quiz over the syllabus – 2 points each.  Begin discussion of the survey.

Wednesday, August 08, 2018: 


Continue discussion of the survey.  Make assignment for group consideration.

Thursday, August 09, 2018:

Conclude survey.  Explain the score range - liberalism vs. conservatism – plot score on the continuum on the board (from “left” to “right”).  Get in groups.  

Watch the news tonight – read a newspaper.  

Bring article to class Monday for discussion. Don’t forget that failure to come prepared results in a 5-point reduction of your “Participation/ Homework Score, which counts 20% of your Nine Week Average – refer to your syllabus!

Friday, August 10, 2018:

Begin working in groups to create new items for the survey.  

Watch the news again tonight, maybe a newspaper or editorial as well to assist your group.

