Honors Practical Law

“The Supreme Court Volume III – A Nation of Liberties”

Mr. Fernandez

Answer the following questions as you view the documentary:

1. Explain how World War II changed America.
2. Who became the “unlikely champion” of the new idea that America was a nation of liberties?  Describe his childhood and legal and political careers.  Be specific.

3. What president appointed the above-mentioned justice to the U.S. Supreme Court?

4. Describe the KKK in the 1920s and 1930s.

5. How did Hugo Black combat charges of racism?  

6. What was the joke in Washington concerning the new justice?

7. What main question remained about his jurisprudence?

8. How many new Roosevelt appointees were there in 1939?

9. Describe Felix Frankfurter. Who were “Frankfurter’s Hot Dogs?”

10. Describe the Supreme Court’s decision in Minersville School District v. Gobitis (1939).

11. What was the price paid by the Jehovah’s Witness families involved in this case?

12. What was the next flag-saluting case in 1943?  Explain its significance.

13. Who dissented in the above-mentioned case?  Describe his argument.

14. Why was there a lot of panic in the United States in the 1950s?

15. What was the Smith Act?  

16. How many communists were indicted and convicted in New York under this act?

17. How did Justice Black view the First Amendment?

18. Describe J. Edgar Hoover’s response to Black and Douglas after they dissented in the Communist case from New York.

19. What was the difference in a majority and dissenting opinion according to Justice Black?

20. What Supreme Court decision had “blessed” segregation in the South in 1896?

21. What percentage of African Americans were registered to vote in the South?

22. What discriminatory laws had been outlawed by the 1950s?

23. What huge issue was still left for the court to decide in the 1950s?

24. Who lead the NAACP legal defense fund?

25. Who had referred to segregation as “Hitler’s Creed?”

26. Who did President Eisenhower nominate as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court as the result of a political promise?

27. How did Chief Justice Earl Warren frame the question before the court in Brown?

28. What did Chief Justice Warren do between hearings in Brown?

29. Why was unanimity so significant in this decision?

30. Describe the decision of the Supreme Court in Brown v. Board (1954) concerning segregation in the South.  
31. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution did the Supreme Court reference in this decision?
32. What was Justice Black’s concern for desegregation of the South?

33. “The tree of liberalism will have to grow with ________  ________.”  Justice Black

34. Describe Justice Black’s treatment back home in Alabama.

35. How did the Supreme Court make its decision a reality?

36. What was the response in the South to the mandate in Brown II to desegregate “with all deliberate speed?”

37. Who was “Bull” Connor and how did he respond to the young peaceful African American dissenters?

38. How did television influence the civil rights movement?

39. What “third force” was becoming hard lined concerning civil rights in the 1960s?

40. What was Black’s take on “all deliberate speed” in 1964? 
41. Who was elected to the presidency in 1964?  What party dominated the legislative and executive branches of government?
42. Describe the significance of books in Justice Hugo Black’s life.

43. What were “third degree” tactics?

44. How did Justice Black interpret the 14th Amendment?  What was the “original purpose” of this amendment?

45. Describe the decision of the Supreme Court in Gideon v. Wainwright (1964)?

46. What was the Supreme Court’s decision in Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)?

47. What was so radical about Justice Douglas’s decision in Griswold?

48. Why did Justice Black split with his long-time colleague and ally Justice Douglas in 1965?

49. Describe the decision of the Supreme Court in Miranda v. Arizona (1966).

50. Whom did LBJ appointee Thurgood Marshall ask to swear him in to membership on the Supreme Court?  

51. Describe America as Justice Marshall took his seat on the Supreme Court.

52. Describe Justice Black’s thoughts concerning the Warren Court’s decisions in the 1960s making it more difficult to arrest and convict criminals.

53. Which presidential nominee thought the Supreme Court had gone too far in supporting suspected criminals?

54. Who administers the oath of office to the new president of the United States in 1969?  Explain the irony of that moment in American history.

55. What had the court accomplished by 1969?

