Honors U.S. History
“PBS: The Supreme Court – Volume II”

Mr. Fernandez

Answer the following as you view the documentary:

Introduction

1. What three issues had tormented the Supreme Court in the early years of the nation?

2. How did the Civil War impact Oliver Wendell Holmes, who would eventually serve as an Associate Justice on the U.S. Supreme Court?

A New Kind of Justice

3.  How many men had America lost during the Civil War?

4. Which Amendments to the U.S. Constitution were the “fruit of the Civil War?”

5. What was the new home of the Supreme Court in 1868, when the Fourteenth Amendment was ratified?

6. Describe how African Americans tried to assimilate into American culture during the Reconstruction Era and afterwards.

7. What were the most important provisions of the Civil Rights Acts passed by Congress during Reconstruction?

8. Who was the Supreme Court’s first great dissenter?

9. What was the Supreme Court’s majority opinion, written by Justice Bradley, in the Civil Rights cases of the late 1880s?

10. Why had John Marshall Harlan refused to join the majority opinion of the court?

11. What did Justice Harlan’s wife pull from storage in order to inspire him to write the dissenting opinion in the Civil Rights cases?

12. Describe his dissenting opinion.

13. What new conflicts emerged from the period of westward expansion, growing industry and capitalism, as well as new technological developments, between 1877 and the 1930s?

14. How did Justice Field interpret the Fourteenth Amendment against the states?

15. What was the new “civic religion” in America at the turn of the century?

16. What lesson did John D. Rockefeller teach in Sunday school?

17. What was the typical workday for women workers in the industrial economy?

18. How much money did the average worker make per year?

19. What new tax did Congress institute in 1894?

20. Describe the Pullman Strike. 

21. “The court had in its hands the future of ________ America.”

22. How did Justice Field interpret, or view, the new tax?

23. Whose record did Justice Field break for time served on the Supreme Court?

24. Describe the beliefs, or views, of Oliver Wendell Holmes.
25. What case highlighted stark divisions among the Supreme Court justices?

26. The Supreme Court struck down a labor law, which imposed maximum work hours, from which state?

27.  How was this case tied into former Justice Field’s view of a contract?

28. What clause of the Constitution was applied to this case by the Supreme Court?

29. Why did Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes dissent in this case?
30. How did Justice Holmes view his service in the Civil War?  Or how did his service experience impact his ideology?

31. Of whom did Justice Holmes say, “The old boy has outlived his usefulness”?

32. Who became the first Jewish member of the Supreme Court in 1916?

33. Who hated facts?

34. What fact mattered most to Justice Holmes?
35. Who was Carrie Buck?

36. On what grounds did Justice Holmes justify Virginia’s sterilization law?

37. Who took over as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1921?
38. What was the decision in Atkins vs. Children’s Hospital (1923)?

39. In what year did Chief Justice Taft convince Congress that the Supreme Court needed its own building?

40. At what age did Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes retire?
41. What legal philosophy still held way on the Supreme Court?

42. Describe the new Supreme Court building in Washington, D.C.
43. As the Supreme Court was being built, what “storm” was building outside?
44. What was the unemployment rate when F.D.R. was inaugurated as President of the United States?

