Honors Practical Law

“Final Exam – Practice Questions”

Mr. Fernandez

Select the letter of the best answer for each of the following:

1. Which of the following branches of government was really an “afterthought?”

a. The Congress

b. The Supreme Court

c. The President

d. The Treasury

2. Which of the following Chief Justices really “invented” the Supreme Court, transcending his own life and changing history?

a. Roger B. Taney

b. Warren Burger

c. John Marshall

d. John Roberts

3. Which of the following U.S. presidents withheld the delivery of commissions to the federal judiciary, resulting in Marbury v. Madison (1803)?

a. President Washington

b. President Adams

c. President Jefferson

d. President Madison

4. What was the original size, or number of members, of the Supreme Court?

a. 5 members

b. 6 members

c. 8 members 

d. 9 members

5. Which of the following best summarizes the significance of Marbury v. Madison (1803)?

a. The Supreme Court appeared weak as a result of its decision to grant Marbury the commissions, and Jefferson refusing to do so.

b. The Supreme Court denied Marbury his commission on the basis that the former president had not signed and sealed it.

c. The Supreme Court said Marbury deserved the commission, but refused to grant it to him on the basis that the Judiciary Act of 1789 was partly unconstitutional.

d. The Supreme Court decided to grant Marbury the commission and President Jefferson ordered Madison to give it to him.

6. Which U.S. President refused to enforce the decision of the Supreme Court concerning the Cherokee Nation?

a. President Jackson

b. President Van Buren

c. President Adams

d. President Madison

7. Which three amendments to the U.S. Constitution were largely the products of the Civil War?

a. 11th, 12th, 13th 

b. 12th, 13th, 14th 

c. 13th, 14th, 15th 

d. 14th, 15th, 16th
8. The “common law” is not…

a. A body of general rules prescribing social conduct.

b. Enforced by the ordinary courts.

c. An accident of chance, circumstance, or convenience.

d. Determined according to the doctrine of supremacy of the law.

9. In John Fortesque’s In Praise of the Laws of England, he maintains that liberty was more secure in ________, with its limited monarchy, than in ________, where kings ruled arbitrarily.

a. France, England

b.  America, France

c. England, France

d. Spain, England

10. Which of the following ideas is not included in the definition of “common law”?

a. It develops its own principles in actual legal controversies.

b. It is dictated by custom or accepted cultural practices of the day.

c. It is characterized by the procedure of trial by jury.

d.  It is a body of general rules prescribing social conduct.

11. “Every law that is adopted has the quality of law to the extent that it is derived from ________ law.  But if it disagrees in some respect from the ________ law, it is no longer a law, but a ________ of law.

a. Constitutional, natural, corruption

b. Natural, natural, corruption

c. Common, Constitutional, limitation

d. Natural, Biblical, corruption
12. A request made after a trial by a party that has lost one or more issues that a higher court review the decision to determine if it was correct is called a(n) __________.

a. Amicus curiae

b. Common law

c. Complaint

d. Appeal

13. An opportunity for lawyers to summarize their position before the court and also to answer the judges’ panel questions.

a. Oral argument

b. Opinion

c. Ex parte

d. Nolo contendere

14. A request by a litigant to a judge for a decision on an issue relating to a case.

a. Jury Instructions

b. Affidavit

c. Writ of Certiorari

d. Motion
15. To place a paper in the official custody of the clerk of the court to enter into the files or records of a case.

a. Affidavit

b. Motion

c. File

d. Writ of Mandamus

16. A body of 16-23 citizens who listen to evidence of criminal allegations, which is presented by the prosecutors, and determine whether there is probable cause to believe an individual committed an offense.

a. Petit Jury

b. Grand Jury

c. In Forma Pauperis

d. Bench Trial

17. Evidence presented by a witness who did not see or hear the incident in question but heard about it from someone else.  With some exceptions it is generally inadmissible as evidence at trial.

a. Habeas Corpus

b. Indictment

c. Cause of Action

d. Hearsay
18. The “common law” protects people, their ________, and their ________.

a. Property, interests

b. Guns, ammunition

c. Homes, children

d. Dreams, civil rights

19. From which of the following does the “common law” not protect people? 

a. From domestic outlaws who threaten fellow citizens.

b. From dangerous outsiders who threaten the peace.

c. From their own government.

d. From themselves.
20. American history in the “common law” extends from what country?

a. England

b. France 

c. Spain

d. Portugal
21. Under the historical “common law” dating back to the 9th century, decisions were not dictated by…
a. Precedent.

b. God’s revealed law through scripture.

c. Natural law dictated to man by creation.

d. The specific political beliefs of the judge trying a case.

22. The Petition of Right (1628) included all of the following except
a. Reasserted the rights and liberties of the Magna Charta.

b. Set the stage for the English Civil War.

c. Ushered in the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

d. Immediately returned the thrown to Catholicism.

23. Which of the following is not true of the “common law”?

a. It has origins outside of itself.

b. It existed from the beginning of time in the mind of man.

c. It seeks to protect its subjects.

d. It changes with the popular mores, or opinions of the day.

24. Under “common law,” decisions are largely dictated by precedent, which means

a. Previous decisions made in court.

b. The opinion of the judge at the time of trial.

c. Polls of popular opinion.

d. Religious views of the judge.

25. Institutes of the Laws of England, a classic multi-volume history of England’s common law system was written by whom?

a. Edward Coke

b. John Fortesque

c. St. Thomas Aquinas

d. John Adams

26. The “common law” begins under what king in the ninth century?

a. King John

b. King Charles II

c. King Alfred the Great

d. King James

27. It is significant that the king from question #13 had the laws, or “Dooms,” translated from Latin into English for which of the following reasons?

a. English was the language of the common people, which could allow a higher degree of accountability in the country under the law.

b. English was confusing to the common people, which allowed the government to prosecute more criminals.

c. Translating the laws into English allowed the government to take advantage of the people, who didn’t understand the system of laws anyway.

d. This was the first time in world history laws had been posted for the common people to understand.

28. Which of the following documents dates to the thirteenth century and was signed by a king under pressure from the petty nobles and church leaders?

a. The Great Charter or The Magna Carta

b. The Petition of Right

c. The English Bill of Rights

d. The Declaration of Independence

29. Which of the following rights and protections was not mentioned in the document from question #22?

a. Property seizures

b. Forced loans

c. Taxation

d. Cruel and unusual punishment

30. Putting liberties, rights, and protections in writing, makes them more __________.

a. Permanent and transient

b. Secure and enduring

c. Appealing and fleeting

d. Enforceable and corrupting

31. Which of the following best describes the significance of Henry de Bracton?

a. He was a 13th century justice on the King’s Bench.

b. He commented on the rule of law.

c. His book accounted over 2,000 cases from English law.

d. He wrote the first significant commentary on the common law, which would become the basis for the doctrine of stare decisis.

32. Which of the following works was written in the 13th century, became a classic, and was studied throughout Europe by the 15th century?

a. Notebook

b. In Praise of the Laws of England

c. Summa Theologica

d. Note Book 
33. Largely based upon the doctrine set forth in Henry de Bracton’s Notebook, the practice of a court “letting the decision stand” is better known as…

a. Stare decisis

b. Ex post facto law

c. Habeas corpus

d. Bills of attainder

34. Who wrote Summa Theologica?

a. Henry de Bracton

b. King Alfred the Great

c. St. Thomas Aquinas

d. John Fortesque

35. Which of the following signed the Petition of Right in 1628 under pressure from Edward Coke?

a. King Charles I

b. King Henry VIII

c. King James

d. King George III

36. Included in the English Bill of Rights of 1689 were all of the following provisions except
a. Freedom from royal interference with the law.

b. Freedom to petition the monarch.

c. Freedom from taxation by royal prerogative.

d. Freedom for all citizens to have arms for their own defense.

37. Which of the following provisions included in the English Bill of Rights (1689) is incorrectly paired with its corresponding amendment and/ or Article in The Constitution of the United States?

a. Freedom to petition the monarch – 1st Amendment

b. Freedom from tax by royal prerogative – 3rd Amendment

c. Freedom of speech and debate – 1st Amendment and Article I

d. Right to have arms – 2nd Amendment

38. Under the “common law” the law reigns supreme.  This is clearly demonstrated by the “Supremacy Clause,” which is what Article of The U.S. Constitution?

a. Article III

b. Article IV

c. Article V

d. Article VI

39. Which of the following best characterizes “judicial independence?”

a. In America, our judiciary is heavily dependent upon the President to tell them what to do.

b. In America, our judges are up for re-election frequently, to endure that they are making proper decisions in court.

c. In America, our judges are free from interference from voters, the President, and Congress.

d. In America, the salaries of our judges can be reduced if they make a bad decision.

40. In the independent American judiciary, according to retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, decisions are to be based primarily upon what?

a. Personal opinion

b. Public opinion

c. The President’s opinion

d. Precedents – or previous courtroom decisions
41. Latin, meaning “you have the body.”  This type of writ generally is a judicial order forcing law enforcement authorities to produce a prisoner they are holding, and to justify the prisoner’s continued confinement.

a. De Jure

b. De Facto

c. Writ of Certiorari

d. Habeas Corpus
42. A case, controversy, or lawsuit. 

a. Litigation

b. Mistrial

c. Affidavit

d. Ex Parte

43. In criminal law, the constitutional guarantee that a defendant will receive a fair and impartial trial.  In civil law, the legal rights of someone who confronts an adverse action threatening liberty or property. 

a. De Jure

b. Due Process

c. Impeachment

d. Indictment

44. A trial without a jury, in which the judge serves as the fact-finder is called a(n) __________.

a. Appeal

b. Arraignment

c. Bench trial

d. Grand jury

45. A judgment of guilt against a criminal defendant.

a. Counsel

b. De Facto

c. Burden of proof

d. Conviction
46. A serious crime, usually punishable by at least one year in prison.

a. Misdemeanor

b. Indictment

c. Moot

d. Felony

47. The punishment ordered by a court for a defendant convicted of a crime.

a. Sentence

b. Prosecute

c. Statute of Limitations

d. Remand

48. An invalid trial, caused by a fundamental error.  When this occurs, the trial must start again with the selection of a new jury.

a. Litigation

b. Nolo Contendere

c. Mistrial

d. Oral Argument

49. The term “voir dire” is literally translated…?

a. To tell a lie.

b. To tell a white lie.

c. To speak the truth.

d. To speak with your mouth full.

50. The process of selecting a jury for a civil or criminal trial is known as the ________ process.

a. Voir dire

b. Ex post facto

c. Stare decisis

d. Habeas corpus

51. Which of the following is the burden of proof required to convict a defendant in a criminal trial?

a. Beyond any doubt

b. Beyond a reasonable doubt

c. Is it more likely than not that the suspect committed the act?

d. Has the defendant proven their innocence?

52. The power of an attorney in civil and criminal trials to remove potential jurors without giving a cause, or reason, is known as a __________ challenge.

a. Jury

b. Judge

c. Peremptory

d. Legal

53. To remove, or isolate, a jury from the influences of society is to __________.

a. Voir dire

b. Sequester

c. Peremptory challenge

d. Violate the law

54. The right of a defendant to “remain silent” in criminal a trial is protected in the…

a. 3rd Amendment

b. 4th Amendment

c. 5th Amendment

d. 6th Amendment

55. Which Article in the U.S. Constitution establishes the U.S. Supreme Court?

a. Article I

b. Article II

c. Article III

d. Article I

56. The ability of the Supreme Court to determine that a federal law is unconstitutional is best summarized by the legal principle of __________.

a. Separation of Powers

b. Judicial Review

c. Federalism

d. Limited Government

57. How many Justices currently sit on the Supreme Court?

a. 7

b. 8

c. 9

d. 10

58. The Constitution says that the ________ of the United States has the power to appoint Justices to the Supreme Court upon approval from the Senate?

a. State Legislatures

b. U.S. House of Representatives

c. Department of Justice

d. American President

59. In which Article of the U.S. Constitution would you find the creation of the Supreme Court, as well as the ability of Congress to create the lower federal courts?

a. Article I

b. Article II

c. Article III

d. Article IV

60. The language in the Constitution saying that federal court appointed justices shall be appointed for life, or “during terms of good behavior” implies what about their tenure of office?

a. They are appointed for life.

b. They are appointed for a long term of 8-10 years.

c. They are appointed for life, but may be removed by the President of the U.S.

d. They are appointed for life, but may be impeached and removed from office.

61. Which of the following is the term used for the process by which the Supreme Court decides to hear a case and render a decision?

a. Majority Vote

b. Minority Vote

c. Rule of Four

d. Rule of Five

62. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects your right to a speedy and public trial?

a. 4th Amendment

b. 5th Amendment

c. 6th Amendment

d. 7th Amendment

63. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects your right to a jury trial?

a. 4th Amendment

b. 5th Amendment

c. 6th Amendment

d. 7th Amendment

64. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects against unreasonable search and seizure?

a. 4th Amendment

b. 5th Amendment

c. 6th Amendment

d. 7th Amendment

65. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution established the income tax?

a. 14th Amendment

b. 15th Amendment

c. 16th Amendment

d. 17th Amendment

66. Which set of Supreme Court Justices was interviewed in the documentary concerning judicial independence?

a. Scalia, Souter, and O’Connor

b. O’Connor, Kennedy, and Breyer

c. O’Connor, Scalia, and Thomas

d. Thomas, Sotomayor, and Kennedy

67. Which of the following is the best example of the rule of law in American society?

a. Senate approval of Supreme Court appointments

b. All revenue bills must originate in the House of Representatives

c. The president of the United States may be impeached and removed from office

d. We have many traffic laws and regulations on automobiles

68. Which principle of American government best characterizes the fact that each branch of the federal government has different responsibilities?

a. Judicial Review

b. Federalism

c. Limited Government

d. Separation of Powers

69. Which principle of American government best characterizes the fact that each state has its own executive, legislative, and judicial branches, while sharing powers with the national level of government?

a.  Judicial Review

b. Federalism

c. Limited Government

d. Separation of Powers

70. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution did “Piglet” apparently not understand in the film “Twelve Angry Men”?

a. 5th 

b. 6th 

c. 7th 

d. 8th
71. No official in the United States government is above the law!

a. True

b. False
72. An order issued by the U.S. Supreme Court directing the lower court to transmit records for a case which it will hear on appeal.
a. Warrant

b. Venue

c. Writ of Certiorari

d. Voir dire

73. The formal charges issued by a grand jury stating that there is enough evidence that the defendant committed the crime to justify having the trial; it is used primarily for felonies.

a. Hearsay

b. Case Law

c. Indictment

d. In Forma Pauperis

74. The group of persons selected to hear the evidence in a trial and render a verdict on matters of fact.

a. Jurisprudence

b. Impeachment

c. Subpoena

d. Jury
75. Jury selection process of questioning prospective jurors, to ascertain their qualifications and determine any basis for challenge.

a. Verdict

b. Voir dire

c. Warrant

d. Complaint

76. A court decision in an earlier case with the facts and legal issues similar to a dispute currently before a court.

a. Precedent

b. Pleadings

c. Brief

d. Appellate

77. The duty to prove the undisputed facts. 

a. Burden of Proof

b. Brief

c. Complaint

d. De Facto

78. The legal system that originated in England and is now in use in the United States, which relies on the articulation of legal principles in a historical succession of judicial decisions.

a. Conviction

b. De Facto

c. Common Law

d. Testimony

79. Latin for “friend of the court.”  It is advice formally offered to the court in a brief filed by an entity interested in, but not a party to, the case.

a. Appellate

b. Arraignment

c. Amicus Curiae

d. Article Three Judge

80. A written or printed statement made under oath.

a. Affidavit

b. Acquittal

c. Arraignment

d. Appeal

81. To separate.  Sometimes juries are “separated” from outside influences during their deliberations.

a. Sanction

b. Sequester

c. Prosecute

d. Pro se

82. The time within which a lawsuit must be filed or a criminal prosecution begun.  The deadline can vary, depending on the type of civil case or the crime charged.

a. Pro se

b. Sequester

c. Statute of Limitations

d. Sentencing Guidelines

83. A term used to describe evidence that may be considered by a jury or judge.

a. Inculpatory Evidence

b. Affirmed

c. Admissible

d. Exculpatory Evidence

84. A written statement submitted in a trial or appellate proceding that explains one side’s legal and factual arguments.

a. Burden of Proof

b. Brief

c. Common Law

d. De Jure

85. In the practice of the court of appeals, it means that the court of appeals has concluded that the lower court decision is correct and will stand as rendered by the lower court.

a. Affidavit

b. Appeal

c. Affirmed

d. Arraignment

86. A district court may grant each side in a civil or criminal trial the right to exclude a certain number of prospective jurors without cause or giving a reason.

a. Plaintiff

b. Precedent

c. Probation

d. Peremptory Challenge

87.  An individual (or business) against whom a lawsuit is filed.

a. Defendant

b. Appellee

c. Complaint 

d. Precedent

88. The legal authority of a court to hear and decide a certain type of case.

a. Jury

b. Jurisprudence

c. Jurisdiction

d. Opinion

89. An offense punishable by one year of imprisonment or less.

a. Felony

b. Moot

c. Litigation

d. Misdemeanor
90. A judge’s written explanation of the decision of the court.

a. Motion

b. Litigation

c. Precedent 

d. Opinion
91. The act of a court setting aside the decision of a lower court, which is often accompanied by a remand to the lower court for further proceedings.

a. Reverse

b. Pro se

c. Remand

d. Sentence

92. To charge someone with a crime.  

a. Remand

b. Prosecute

c. Sanction

d. Acquittal

93. A command, issued under a court’s authority, to a witness to appear and give testimony.

a. Summary Judgment

b. Venue

c. Warrant

d. Subpoena
94. A civil, not criminal, wrong.  A negligent or intentional injury against a person or property, with the exception of breach of contract.

a. Testimony

b. Writ 

c. Affirmed

d. Tort
95. A person or business that files a formal complaint with the court.

a. Per Curiam

b. Precedent

c. Plaintiff

d. Plea

A cruise line is scheduling seven week-long voyages for the ship Freedom. Each voyage will occur in exactly one of the first seven weeks of the season: weeks 1 through 7. Each voyage will be to exactly one of four destinations: Guadeloupe, Jamaica, Martinique, or Trinidad. Each destination will be scheduled for at least one of the weeks. The following conditions apply to Freedom’s schedule: 

· Jamaica will not be its destination in week 4.

·  Trinidad will be its destination in week 7. 

· Freedom will make exactly two voyages to Martinique, and at least one voyage to Guadeloupe will occur in some week between those two voyages. 

· Guadeloupe will be its destination in the week preceding any voyage it makes to Jamaica. 

· No destination will be scheduled for consecutive weeks. 
96.  If Freedom makes a voyage to Martinique in week 3, which one of the following could be an   accurate list of Freedom’s destinations in week 4 and week 5, respectively?

(A) Guadeloupe, Trinidad
(B) Jamaica, Guadeloupe

(C) Martinique, Trinidad

(D) Trinidad, Jamaica

(E) Trinidad, Martinique

97.  If Freedom makes a voyage to Guadeloupe in week 1 and to Trinidad in week 2, which one of the following must be true?

(A) Freedom makes a voyage to Martinique in week 3.

(B) Freedom makes a voyage to Martinique in week 4.

(C) Freedom makes a voyage to Martinique in week 5.

(D) Freedom makes a voyage to Guadeloupe in week 3.

(E) Freedom makes a voyage to Guadeloupe in week 5.
A company employee generates a series of five-digit product codes in accordance with the following rules:

· The codes use the digits 0, 1, 2, 3, and 4, and no others.

· Each digit occurs exactly once in any code.

· The second digit has a value exactly twice that of the first digit.

· The value of the third digit is less than the value of the fifth digit.
98.  If the third digit of an acceptable product code is not 0, which one of the following must be true?

(A) The second digit of the product code is 2.

(B) The third digit of the product code is 3.

(C) The fourth digit of the product code is 0.

(D) The fifth digit of the product code is 3.

(E) The fifth digit of the product code is 1.

99.  Any of the following pairs could be the third and fourth digits, respectively, of an acceptable product code, EXCEPT:

(A) 0, 1

(B) 0, 3


(C) 1, 0

(D) 3, 0

(E) 3, 4
Exactly three films—Greed, Harvest, and Limelight—are shown during a film club’s festival held on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Each film is shown at least once during the festival but never more than once on a given day. On each day at least one film is shown. Films are shown one at a time. The following conditions apply:

· On Thursday Harvest is shown, and no film is shown after it on that day.

· On Friday either Greed or Limelight, but not both, is shown, and no film is shown after it on that day.

· On Saturday either Greed or Harvest, but not both, is shown, and no film is shown after it on that day.
100. If Greed is shown exactly three times, Harvest is shown exactly twice, and Limelight is shown exactly once, then which one of the following must be true?

(A) All three films are shown on Thursday.

(B) Exactly two films are shown on Saturday.

(C) Limelight and Harvest are both shown on Thursday.

(D) Greed is the only film shown on Saturday.

(E) Harvest and Greed are both shown on Friday.
