Honors Practical Law
“A Conversation on the Constitution: Judicial Independence”

Mr. Fernandez

Goals for this assignment:

To review legal principles introduced through lecture, such as stare decisis, precedent, rule of law, lifetime appointment of justices, appeal process, and judicial independence.

To build upon foundation of prior knowledge and explore new content relating to legal principles taught in lecture.

Answer the following questions for one point each as you view the documentary:

1. Name the three Supreme Court justices being interviewed in this documentary.

2. Research briefly and create a chart listing which American president appointed each justice in this documentary.
3. What is the “ultimate function” of judges and justices in the United States?

4. How is the Supreme Court different from other courts in the country?

5. What document establishes the rule of law in America?

6. Describe the role of the U.S. Supreme Court in establishing the “boundaries” of individual rights and liberties in America.

7. What is “judicial independence?”

8. How do courts protect the rights of unpopular people in the United States?
9. What makes it possible for judges to make unpopular decisions?

10. What serves as a “check” on the judicial branch of government?

11. What does it mean to “appeal” a decision from a lower court?
12. Explain the significance of the fact that U.S. Supreme Court justices are appointed for life, or during terms of good behavior.

13. What was “telephone justice” in Russia?

14. “It takes ________ ________ to make the Constitution work…it is not ________.”

15. What does it mean that the Supreme Court is not as “flexible” as the other two branches of government?
Listen carefully to the rest of the documentary to answer the following question:

Write a paragraph, or two, explaining below how this short documentary reinforced two legal principles we covered in lecture on “The Rich Heritage of the American Legal System.” (5 Points)
